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EDUCATION 
 
1999 Ph.D. in Biological Oceanography, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution & 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Peter L. Tyack, advisor 
 
1991 B.A. in Zoology, Ohio Wesleyan University; summa cum laude 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Aug 2003 -  Assistant Professor, Department of Oceanography, Florida State 

University, Tallahassee, Florida, 32306 AND 
 Adjunct Scientist, Mote Marine Laboratory, Sarasota, FL 34236 
2002-2003 Staff Scientist, Sensory Biology and Behavior Program, Center for Marine 

Mammal and Sea Turtle Research, Mote Marine Laboratory, Sarasota, FL 
34236 AND 

 Guest Investigator, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, 
MA 02543 

2000-2002 Postdoctoral Research Associate, National Research Council / National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Northeast Fisheries Science 
Center, Woods Hole, MA 02543 

1999-2002 Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Biology, Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution, Woods Hole, MA 02543 

1993-1999 Graduate Researcher, Marine Mammal Bioacoustics /  Behavior 
Laboratory, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.  Graduate study 
focusing on the use of biosonar in foraging bottlenose dolphins (T. truncatus); 
Dr. Peter L. Tyack, advisor 

1991-92 Research Assistant, Institute of Pathology, Case Western Reserve 
University.  Molecular biology and immunochemistry including: cDNA 
sequencing, cloning, PCR, tissue culture and ELISA in the laboratory of Dr. 
Neil Greenspan, M.D., Ph.D. 

1991 Independent Study, Duke University Marine Laboratory.  The sounds and 
behavior of bottlenose dolphins; Dr. R.B. Forward Jr., advisor 

1990-91  Independent Study, Ohio Wesleyan University & Columbus Zoo.  The role 
of juveniles in the social structure of the lowland gorilla (G. gorilla); Dr. 
Dennis Radabaugh, advisor 

1990 Independent Study, Duke University Marine Laboratory.  The effects of 
feral horse migration on infaunal marine community structure; Dr. David 
Grant, advisor 



   

 
H ONORS 
 
Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel, The World Conservation Union (IUCN), Gland, Switzerland 
Phi Beta Kappa 
Sigma Xi 
National Research Council, Research Associate 
Office of Naval Research, Graduate fellow 
 
TEACH IN G EXPERIEN CE 
 
2003-present Professor, Graduate/u ndergraduate courses in: Biology of Marine Mammals; 

Bioacoustics; Applied Ocean Acoustics; and Marine Nekton.  Florida State 
University, Department of Oceanography 

2004 Guest faculty, Duke University Marine Lab, BIO 126L, Marine Mammals 
2000 Program development and presenter, Project Oceanography, Marine Science 

Department, University of South Florida 
2000 Instructor, Eckerd College, MSN 431 Biology of Marine Mammals, Acoustics 

Module 
1999 Instructor, Boston University Marine Program, BI 461/6 61 Marine Mammals  
1999-2004 Instructor, Duke University Marine Laboratory, BIO 126L Marine Mammals, 

Acoustics Module 
1994 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA.  Teaching assistant for 

undergraduate ecology course. 
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Year:  2006-2009 
Source: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Manatee Avoidance 

Technology Program, $149,654 
Research: Use of a multi-sensor tag to investigate the circumstances surrounding 

manatee vessel interactions 
 
Year: 2006-2007 
Source: Protect Wild Dolphins, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Inst., $70,541 
Research: ÔPod-trackÕ - Design and testing of shallow water acoustic detection, 

localization and tracking of coastal bottlenose dolphins 
 
Year:  2006-2007 
Source: DURIP Ð Defense Universities Research Instrumentation Program, $211,464 
Research: Use of multi-frequency acoustics to study cetacean foraging ecology 
 
Year:  2005-2006 
Source:  National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Whale Conservation Fund, $32,083 
Research: North Atlantic right whales on their calving grounds 
 
Year: 2005-2006 
Source:  Protect Wild Dolphins, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Inst., $46,032 
Research: Distribution, seasonality, habitat use, and the acoustic environment of 

Florida Big Bend dolphins: Year 2 
 
Year:  2004-2007 
Source:  Office of Naval Research, $334,373 
Research:  A Bio-energetic model for right whales: Locomotion, anatomy and diving 

behavior 
 
Year:  2004-2005 
Source: Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution: Protect Wild Dolphins, $92,535 
Research: Distribution, habitat use, foraging ecology and the acoustic environment of 

Florida Big Bend dolphins: Alligator Harbor to St. Joe Bay 
 
Year:  2003-2005 
Source: National Marine Fisheries Service, Right Whale Grants Program: $593,144 
Research: Principal Investigator: Why do North Atlantic Right Whales Fail to Avoid 

Ships?  Evaluating ship sound energy that reaches whales and testing 
mitigation measures with controlled exposure experiments 

 
Year: 2003-2004 
Source: NOAA Fisheries: $62,054 
Research: Contractor: Right Whales and Vessel Collisions: A Multi-Disciplinary 

Approach to Finding Mitigation Strategies 
 
Year:  2003-2004 
Source: National Marine Fisheries Service, Right Whale Grants Program: $84,967 



   

Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Do Right Whales Respond Physiologically to 
Vessels? Development of the Thermal-DTAG: Integrating acoustic, 
locomotor and thermal behavior of right whales 

 
Year: 2003-2004 
Source: Mote Scientific Foundation: $37,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Continued acoustic Survey of Charlotte Harbor 

Estuary, Assessing the Locations and Densities of Soniferous Vertebrates 
 
Year: 2003-2004 
Source: Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: $20,000 
Research: Principal Investigator: Locating Rehabilitated Manatees with Remote 

Acoustic Buoys 
 
Year: 2003-2004 
Source: Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: $13,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Dolphin and manatee responses to marine 

construction/d emolition 
 
Year: 2002-2003 
Source: National Marine Fisheries Service: $75,047 
Research: Contractor: Right whales and vessel collisions: application of tagging results 
 
Year: 2000-2003 
Source: Northeast Consortium /  NOAA Fisheries: $919,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Assessing Risk Factors Involved in Collisions 

between Ships and North Atlantic Right Whales using a Digital Acoustic 
Recording Tag 

 
Year: 2001-2003 
Source: Mote Scientific Foundation: $37,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Acoustic Survey of Charlotte Harbor Estuary, 

Assessing the Locations and Densities of Soniferous Vertebrates 
 
Year: 2001-2003 
Source: National Marine Fisheries Service: $750,000 
Research: Investigator: Design and Deployment of Multi-Sensor Acoustic Recording 

Tags on Bottlenose Dolphins 
 

Year: 2002 
Source: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission: $40,000 
Research: Investigator: Auditory Brainstem Response in Florida Manatees 

 
Year: 2001-2002 
Source: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission: $32,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Assessing the Acoustic and Behavioral 

Circumstances Surrounding Collisions between Manatees and Vessels 
 



   

Year: 2000-2002 
Source: National Research Council: $72,000 
Research: Postdoctoral Research Associate: Assessing Risk Factors Involved in 

Collisions between Ships and Northern Right Whales 
 
Year: 2000-2001 
Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: $125,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Blubber thickness and potential food limitation in 

Northern Right Whales 
 
Year: 1999-2000 
Source: The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation: $32,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Ocean Science for Cleveland and NE Ohio 

Schools.  Proposal submitted in collaboration with Project Oceanography 
and Dr. Paula Coble, University of South Florida, St. Petersburg 

 
Year: 1999 
Source: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission: $38,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Transmission loss of vessel noise in manatee 

environments 
 
Year: 1999 
Source: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission: $16,000 
Research:  Contractor: Manatee behavioral responses to vessel approaches 
 
Year: 1999 
Source: Office of Naval Research: $143,000 
Research: Co-Principal Investigator: Assessing risk factors in right whale vessel 

collision using an acoustic recording tag and controlled sound exposures 
 
Year: 1993-1995 
Source: Office of Naval Research: ~$100,000 (incl. tuition) 
Research: Graduate Fellow: Bioacoustics and behavior of odontocete cetaceans; 

research conducted in the laboratory of Dr. Peter L. Tyack 
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Acoustical Society of America 
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